:m   HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

against Judah. The province was left stripped
of its inhabitants, wasted by armies, and burned in
flames. A more ruinous end of a campaign has
rarely been seen in human history. Even from
the Chaldean point of view the punishment of
Zedekiah and of his people was greatly overdone.
If the new Babylon was to become rich, it could
gain wealth as the Assyrians had done, not only
by plunder, but by carefully gathered annual trib-
utes. From Judah in the state to which it was
now come no tribute could be expected From it
no levies of men of war to fight for the extension
< >f Chaldean power could be drawn. It was a wasted
land, and in it a great opportunity had been lost
through savage hate and perhaps through fear of
future Egyptian intrigue.

lu this destruction of Jerusalem and the depor-
tation of another portion of its inhabitants is found
the culmination of a long series of efforts directed
against the Hebrews by the peoples of Babylonia
and Assyria. From the days of Hammurabi down
to this dark end again and again have Babylonian
kings plundered and punished and at times admin-
istered in this land and among this people. Early
in tlurir career of conquest the Assyrian kings be-
gan the same process. For them it was reserved
to blot out the northern kingdom of the Hebrews
in the days of Shalinarieser and Saigon. The early
Babylonians, however, never achieved a permanent
victory over them. To the Chaldeans, their heirs,
was this given. "Wherein nil his predecessors had